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We must, in all cases, distinguish between ex-
treme pessimism and the melancholy, the sadness,
or the solemnity of thought. The latter only
colour thought with soft tints, but pessimism
changes its nature. Just as physical happiness
is a blending of pleasures and pains, scientific and
philosophical serenity is composed of bitterness,
discouragement, hope, and triumphs.

Without desiring to maintain with Priestley that
the existence of the world will some day become
akin to Paradise, we yet have the right to discount
its future joyously. With the triumph of the
theory of evolution, the boundaries of our perfecti-
bility recede endlessly. Our existence promises
to be longer and happier. Sociology, founded
upon the exact sciences, makes us hope for a reform
of the world in harmony with our boldest dreams.

XXIII. Modern science has singularly humili-
ated the pride of the pessimists. Their theory,
she tells us, proceeds chiefly from their physiologi-
cal inferiority. The ease or the difficulty of feel-
ing pleasure, biology teaches, stands in direct
relation to our organic functions. Normal life is
easily imbued with agreeable sensations. Un-
healthy organs, on the other hand, are refrac-
tory. Whoever possesses health, enjoys its
delights and its perfumes. Those who are ill